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September 9, 2019 
 
VIA ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Satellite Usage Submission of SES Pursuant to Protective Order 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On May 28, 2019, SES Americom, Inc., SES Satellites (Gibraltar) Limited, New Skies 
Satellites B.V., and SES DTH do Brasil Ltda (collectively “SES”) submitted information to the 
Commission in response to an April 11, 2019 Public Notice1 seeking earth station and satellite 
usage data.  In conjunction with that filing, SES requested confidential treatment for, and 
accordingly redacted, commercially sensitive and confidential information that was exempt from 
disclosure under FOIA Exemption 4.   

On August 26, 2019, the Commission adopted the Protective Order in these 
proceedings,2 which sets forth procedures regarding the treatment of “Confidential Information” 
and “Highly Confidential Information.”  Out of an abundance of caution, SES hereby resubmits 
the information it provided to the Commission on May 28, 2019, and identifies and redacts 
Highly Confidential Information consistent with the Protective Order.   

Among other things, the information marked as “Highly Confidential” relates to satellite 
end of life estimates, specific satellite replacement plans, details about the SES’s contractual 
obligations and transponder utilization, all of which is commercially sensitive and would not 
normally be available to the public.  All of this information consists of detailed plans related to 
“technology implementation or deployment plans and strategies,” “future costs,” and “network 
facilities and operations, including engineering information,” as set forth in paragraphs 2, 4, and 
7 of Appendix A of the Protective Order.  Accordingly, SES requests “Highly Confidential” 
treatment for the information it has already withheld from public disclosure under FOIA 
Exemption 4.   

  

                                                   
1
 Deadline for Submission of Information on Earth Station and Satellite Use of the 3.7-4.2 GHz 

Band, Public Notice, 34 FCC Rcd 2287 (2019).   
2
 Expanding Flexible Use of the 3.7 to 4.2 GHz Band et al., Protective Order, GN Docket No. 18-122 et 

al., DA 19-822 (rel. Aug. 26, 2019) (“Protective Order”). 
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As specified in the Protective Order, one unredacted, Highly Confidential copy of this 
filing is being filed with the Secretary’s Office.  Two unredacted, Highly Confidential copies of 
this filing are being hand delivered to Matthew Pearl of the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau.  Finally, one copy of the redacted version of this filing is being filed electronically 
through the Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing System. 

Please contact me with any questions about this filing. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Michele C. Farquhar 
 
Michele C. Farquhar 
Counsel to SES 

 
cc: Matthew Pearl 
  
 
Enclosure 
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